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The Spy and the 
Traitor: The 
Greatest Espionage 
Story of the Cold 
War

Ben Macintyre 2019 Nonfiction; 
Cold War

If anyone could be considered a Russian counterpart to the infamous British double-agent Kim Philby, it was 
Oleg Gordievsky. The son of two KGB agents and the product of the best Soviet institutions, the savvy, 
sophisticated Gordievsky grew to see his nation's communism as both criminal and philistine. He took his 
first posting for Russian intelligence in 1968 and eventually became the Soviet Union's top man in London, 
but from 1973 on he was secretly working for MI6. For nearly a decade, as the Cold War reached its 
twilight, Gordievsky helped the West turn the tables on the KGB, exposing Russian spies and helping to foil 
countless intelligence plots, as the Soviet leadership grew increasingly paranoid at the United States's 
nuclear first-strike capabilities and brought the world closer to the brink of war. Desperate to keep the circle 
of trust close, MI6 never revealed Gordievsky's name to its counterparts in the CIA, which in turn grew 
obsessed with figuring out the identity of Britain's obviously top-level source. Their obsession ultimately 
doomed Gordievsky: the CIA officer assigned to identify him was none other than Aldrich Ames, the man 
who would become infamous for secretly spying for the Soviets. 

Unfolding the delicious three-way gamesmanship between America, Britain, and the Soviet Union, and The First 
Conspiracy (Young 
Reader's Edition): 
The Secret Plot to 
Kill George 
Washington

by Brad Meltzer & 
Josh Mensch

2020 Nonfiction; 
historical; 

early America

1776. The early days of the Revolutionary War. It supposedly began with Thomas Hickey, a private in the 
Continental Army, and New York governor William Tryon. In an astonishing power grab, they plotted to kill 
Hickey's boss: a man by the name of George Washington. In the end, Hickey was caught, brought to trial, 
and found guilty. It would seem he became the first person in the new nation to be executed for treason.
But to this day, nobody knows for sure if this story is true. In The First Conspiracy, Brad Meltzer sheds light 
on the close-kept secrets and compelling details surrounding this story and exposes the history of how the 
assassination plot catalyzed the creation of the CIA and FBI. This page-turning investigation offers young 
readers an in-depth look at the facts and remaining questions that surround this contested historical event.

Bernie Sanders 
Guide to Political 
Revolution

Bernie Sanders 2017 Nonfiction; 
political 

philosophy

Throughout the Presidential campaign, Senator Bernie Sanders promised voters a future to believe in 
through his progressive platform and a vision for America worth fighting for. This vision calls for an 
economic, environmental, health care, and social justice revolution beyond the stagnant agendas of 
Democrat and Republican politicians to build an equitable future for all Americans―especially the younger 
generation that will inherit the consequences of decisions made now.

Girls Resist!: A 
Guide to Activism, 
Leadership, and 
Starting a 
Revolution

KaeLyn Rich and 
Giulia Sagramola

2018 Nonfiction; 
activism

Take on the world and make some serious change with this handbook to everything activism, social justice, 
and resistance. With in-depth guides to everything from picking a cause, planning a protest, and raising 
money to running dispute-free meetings, promoting awareness on social media, and being an effective ally, 
Girls Resist! will show you how to go from “mad as heck about the way the world is going” to “effective 
leader who gets stuff done.” Veteran feminist organizer KaeLyn Rich shares tons of expertise that’ll inspire 
you as much as it teaches you the ropes. Plus, quotes and tips from fellow teen girl activists show how they 
stood up for change in their communities. Grab this handbook to crush inequality, start a revolution, and 
resist!

The Unwanted: 
Stories of the Syrian 
Refugees

Don Brown 2018 graphic novel; 
refugees and 
immigration

In the tradition of two-time Sibert honor winner Don Brown’s critically acclaimed, full-color nonfiction 
graphic novels The Great American Dust Bowl and Drowned City, The Unwanted is an important, timely, and 
eye-opening exploration of the ongoing Syrian refugee crisis, exposing the harsh realities of living in, and 
trying to escape, a war zone. Starting in 2011, refugees flood out of war-torn Syria in Exodus-like 
proportions. The surprising flood of victims overwhelms neighboring countries, and chaos follows. 
Resentment in host nations heightens as disruption and the cost of aid grows. By 2017, many want to turn 
their backs on the victims. The refugees are the unwanted.  Don Brown depicts moments of both 
heartbreaking horror and hope in the ongoing Syrian refugee crisis. Shining a light on the stories of the 
survivors, The Unwanted is a testament to the courage and resilience of the refugees and a call to action for 
all those who read.

The Boys Who 
Challenged Hitler: 
Knud Pedersen and 
the Churchill Club 

Phillip Hoose 2015 Nonfiction; 
historical; 

WWII

At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his nation's 
leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates to take 
action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery British leader, the 
young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who 
eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the boys' exploits and 
eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with 
the recollections of Knud himself, The Boys Who Challenged Hitler is National Book Award winner Phillip 
Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes.

Popular titles are offered for those interested in government & politics. The Big Read is a FREE CHOICE assignment. You are not required to read a government and politics book. 
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How I Resist: 
Activism and Hope 
for a New 
Generation

Maureen Johnson 2018 Nonfiction; 
activism

Now, more than ever, young people are motivated to make a difference in a world they're bound to inherit. 
They're ready to stand up and be heard - but with much to shout about, where they do they begin? What 
can I do? How can I help? How I Resist is the response, and a way to start the conversation. To show 
readers that they are not helpless, and that anyone can be the change. A collection of essays, songs, 
illustrations, and interviews about activism and hope, How I Resist features an all-star group of 
contributors, including, John Paul Brammer, Libba Bray, Lauren Duca, Modern Family's Jesse Tyler Ferguson 
and his husband Justin Mikita, Alex Gino, Hebh Jamal, Malinda Lo, Dylan Marron, Hamilton star Javier 
Muñoz, Rosie O'Donnell, Junauda Petrus, Jodi Picoult, Jason Reynolds, Karuna Riazi, Maya Rupert, Dana 
Schwartz, Dan Sinker, Ali Stroker, Jonny Sun (aka @jonnysun), Sabaa Tahir, Shaina Taub, Daniel Watts, 
Jennifer Weiner, Jacqueline Woodson, and more, all edited and compiled by New York Times bestselling 
author Maureen Johnson. In How I Resist, readers will find hope and support through voices that are at turns 
personal, funny, irreverent, and instructive. Not just for a young adult audience, this incredibly impactful 
collection will appeal to readers of all ages who are feeling adrift and looking for guidance.

The Duel: The 
Parallel Lives of 
Alexander Hamilton 
and Aaron Burr

Judith St. George 2016 Nonfiction; 
historical; 

early America

Learn more about the men who inspired Hamilton: The Musical in this fascinating look at the historical 
friends turned revolutionary rivals! In curiously parallel lives, Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr were both 
orphaned at an early age. Both were brilliant students who attended college--one at Princeton, the other at 
Columbia--and studied law. Both were young staff officers under General George Washington, and both 
became war heroes. Politics beckoned them, and each served in the newly formed government of the 
fledgling nation. Why, then, did these two face each other at dawn in a duel that ended with death for one 
and harsh criticism for the other? Judith St. George's lively biography, told in alternating chapters, brings to 
life two complex men who played major roles in the formation of the United States.

Notorious RBG 
Young Readers' 
Edition: The Life 
and Times of Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg

Irin Carmon 2017 Nonfiction; 
biography

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has become an icon to millions. Her tireless fight for equality 
and women’s rights has inspired not only great strides in the workforce but has impacted the law of the 
land. And now, perfect for a younger generation, comes an accessible biography of this fierce woman, 
detailing her searing dissents and powerful jurisprudence. This entertaining and insightful young readers’ 
edition mixes pop culture, humor, and expert analysis for a remarkable account of the indomitable Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg: Heroine. Trailblazer. Pioneer.

Spies: The Secret 
Showdown Between 
America and Russia

Marc Favreau 2019 Nonfiction; 
Cold War

The Cold War spanned five decades as America and the USSR engaged in a battle of ideologies with global 
ramifications. Over the course of the war, with the threat of mutually assured nuclear destruction looming, 
billions of dollars and tens of thousands of lives were devoted to the art and practice of spying, ensuring 
that the world would never be the same. Rife with intrigue and filled with fascinating historical figures 
whose actions shine light on both the past and present, this timely work of narrative nonfiction explores the 
turbulence of the Cold War through the lens of the men and women who waged it behind closed doors, and 
helps explain the role secret and clandestine operations have played in America's history and its national 
security.

No Choirboy: 
Murder, Violence, 
and Teenagers on 
Death Row

Susan Kuklin 2014 Nonfiction; 
Criminal 
Justice

No Choirboy takes readers inside America's prisons and allows inmates sentenced to death as teenagers to 
speak for themselves. In their own voices―raw and uncensored―they talk about their lives in prison and 
share their thoughts and feelings about how they ended up there. Susan Kuklin also gets inside the system, 
exploring capital punishment itself and the intricacies and inequities of criminal justice in the United States. 
This is a searing, unforgettable read, and one that could change the way we think about crime and 
punishment.

Yes She Can: 10 
Stories of Hope & 
Change from Young 
Female Staffers of 
the Obama White 
House

Molly Dillon 2019 Nonfiction; 
Activism and 
Leadership

They were teens when Barack Obama announced he was running for president. They came of age in the 
Obama Era. And then they joined his White House. Smart, motivated, ambitious--and ready to change the 
world. Kalisha Dessources Figures planned one of the biggest summits held by the Obama White House--
The United State of Women. Andrea Flores fought for the president's immigration bill on the Hill. Nita 
Contreras traveled the globe and owned up to a rookie mistake on Air Force One (in front of the leader of 
the free world!). Here are ten inspiring, never-before-told stories from diverse young women who got. Stuff. 
Done. They recall--fondly and with humor and a dose of humility--what it was like to literally help run the 
world. With contributions from Jenna Brayton, Eleanor Celeste, Nita Contreras, Kalisha Dessources Figures, 
Molly Dillon, Andrea R. Flores, Vivian P. Graubard, Noemie C. Levy, Taylor Lustig, and Jaimie Woo.
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West Wingers: 
Stories from the 
Dream Chasers, 
Change Makers, 
and Hope Creators 
Inside the Obama 
White House

Gautam Raghavan 2018 Nonfiction; 
Activism and 
Leadership

When we elect a president, we elect with them an entire team that will join them in the West Wing to help 
run the country. Each of these staffers has a story to tell, and in West Wingers, Barack Obama’s White 
House staff reveals how these extraordinary citizens shape the presidency and the nation. In these moving 
and revealing personal stories, eighteen Obama staffers bring us deep inside the presidency, offering 
intimate accounts of how they made it to the White House, what they witnessed, and what they 
accomplished there.  We hear from a married gay staffer pushing the president towards marriage equality; 
a senior aide working to implement the Affordable Care Act while battling Stage IV cancer; a hijab-wearing 
Muslim adviser accompanying the President to a mosque. In each one we see the human face of 
government, staffers devoting themselves to the issues that have defined their lives. From the triumphs of 
Obamacare and marriage equality to the tragedy of the Charleston shooting, this book tells the history of 
the Obama presidency through the men and women who worked tirelessly to support his vision for America. 
More than just a history though, West Wingers is an inspiring call to arms for public service, a testament to 
the possibility of real social change, and a powerful demonstration of what true diversity, inclusivity, and 
progress can look like in America.Enough Is Enough: 

How Students Can 
Join the Fight for 
Gun Safety

Michelle Roehm 
McCann (Author), 
Shannon Watts 
(Foreword)

2019 Nonfiction; 
Guns and the 

NRA

Young people are suffering the most from the epidemic of gun violence—as early as kindergarten students 
are crouching behind locked doors during active shooter drills. Teens are galvanizing to speak up and fight 
for their right to be safe. They don’t just want to get involved, they want to change the world. Enough Is 
Enough is a call to action for teens ready to lend their voices to the gun violence prevention movement. This 
handbook deftly explains America’s gun violence issues—myths and facts, causes and perpetrators, 
solutions and change-makers—and provides a road map for effective activism. Told in three parts, Enough Is 
Enough also explores how America got to this point and the obstacles we must overcome, including 
historical information about the Second Amendment, the history of guns in America, and an overview of the 
NRA. Informative chapters include interviews with teens who have survived gun violence and student 
activists who are launching their own movements across the country. Additionally, the book includes a Q&A 
with gun owners who support increased gun safety laws.

Unpresidented: A 
Biography of 
Donald Trump

Martha 
Brockenbrough 

2018 Nonfiction; 
biography

Born into a family of privilege and wealth, he was sent to military school at the age of 13. After an 
unremarkable academic career, he joined the family business in real estate and built his fortune. His 
personal brand: sex, money and power. From no-holds-barred reality TV star to unlikely candidate, Donald J. 
Trump rose to the highest political office: President of the United States of America.
Learn fascinating details about his personal history, including:
-Why Trump’s grandfather left Germany and immigrated to America
-Why Woodie Guthrie wrote a song criticizing Trump’s father
-How Trump’s romance with Ivana began―and ended
-When Trump first declared his interest in running for President
Discover the incredible true story of America’s 45th President: his questionable political and personal 
conduct, and his unprecedented rise to power.

The Autobiography 
Of Malcolm X

Malcolm X as told 
to Alex Haley

1987 Nonfiction: 
Autobiography

In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964, Malcolm X, the Muslim 
leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black 
Muslim movement. His fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream, and the 
inherent racism in a society that denies its nonwhite citizens the opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary 
insight into the most urgent issues of our own time. The Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as the 
definitive statement of a movement and a man whose work was never completed but whose message is 
timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand America.

Every Falling Star: 
The True Story of 
How I survived and 
Escaped North 
Korea

Sungju Lee & Susan 
Elizabeth 
McClelland

2017 Nonfiction: 
Memoir

Every Falling Star, the first book to portray contemporary North Korea to a young audience, is the intense 
memoir of a North Korean boy named Sungju who was forced at age twelve to live on the streets and fend 
for himself. To survive, Sungju creates a gang and lives by thieving, fighting, begging, and stealing rides on 
cargo trains. Sungju richly recreates his scabrous story, depicting what it was like for a boy alone to create a 
new family with his gang, “his brothers,” to daily be hungry and to fear arrest, imprisonment, and even 
execution. This riveting memoir allows young readers to learn about other cultures where freedoms they 
take for granted do not exist.

All-American 
Muslim Girl

Nadine Jolie-
Courney

2019 Fiction; 
Identity

Allie Abraham has it all going for her--she's a straight-A student, with good friends and a close-knit family, 
and she's dating cute, popular, and sweet Wells Henderson. One problem: Wells's father is Jack Henderson, 
America's most famous conservative shock jock...and Allie hasn't told Wells that her family is Muslim. It's 
not like Allie's religion is a secret, exactly. It's just that her parents don't practice and raised her to keep her 
Islamic heritage to herself. But as Allie witnesses ever-growing Islamophobia in her small town and across 
the nation, she begins to embrace her faith--studying it, practicing it, and facing hatred and 
misunderstanding for it. Who is Allie, if she sheds the façade of the "perfect" all-American girl? What does 
it mean to be a "Good Muslim?"And can a Muslim girl in America ever truly fit in? ALL-AMERICAN MUSLIM 
GIRL is a relevant, relatable story of being caught between two worlds, and the struggles and hard-won joys 
of finding your place.
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Glimmer of Hope: 
How Tragedy 
Sparked a 
Movement

The March for Our 
Lives Founders

2018 Nonfiction; 
Activism

Glimmer of Hope tells the story of how a group of teenagers raced to channel their rage and sorrow into 
action, and went on to create one of the largest youth-led movements in global history. March For Our Lives 
Action Fund is a nonprofit 501c4 organization dedicated to furthering the work of March For Our Lives 
students to end gun violence across the country. The full list of contributors, in alphabetical order, are: 
Adam Alhanti, Dylan Baierlein, John Barnitt, Alfonso Calderon, Sarah Chadwick, Jaclyn Corin, Matt Deitsch, 
Ryan Deitsch, Sam Deitsch, Brendan Duff, Emma González, Chris Grady, David Hogg, Lauren Hogg, Cameron 
Kasky, Jammal Lemy, Charlie Mirsky, Kyrah Simon, Delaney Tarr, Bradley Thornton, Kevin Trejos, Naomi 
Wadler, Sofie Whitney, Daniel Williams, and Alex Wind.

Just Mercy: A True 
Story of the Fight 
for Justice

Bryan Stevenson 2019 Nonfiction; 
Criminal 
Justice

In this very personal work Bryan Stevenson recounts many and varied stories of his work as a lawyer in the 
US criminal justice system on behalf of those in society who have experienced some type of discrimination 
and/or have been wrongly accused of a crime and who deserve a powerful advocate and due justice under 
the law.Through the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), an organization Stevenson founded as a young lawyer and 
for which he currently serves as executive director, this important work continues. EJI strives to end mass 
incarceration and excessive punishment in the United States, working to protect basic human rights for the 
most vulnerable people in American society.

The Unwanted: 
Stories of the Syrian 
Refugees

Don Brown 2018 Nonfiction; 
Refugees and 
Immigration

Starting in 2011, refugees flood out of war-torn Syria in Exodus-like proportions. The surprising flood of 
victims overwhelms neighboring countries, and chaos follows. Resentment in host nations heightens as 
disruption and the cost of aid grows. By 2017, many want to turn their backs on the victims. The refugees 
are the unwanted. Don Brown depicts moments of both heartbreaking horror and hope in the ongoing Syrian 
refugee crisis. Shining a light on the stories of the survivors, The Unwanted is a testament to the courage 
and resilience of the refugees and a call to action for all those who read.

Spies: The Secret 
Showdown Between 
America and Russia

Marc Favreau 2019 Nonfiction; 
Cold War

The Cold War spanned five decades as America and the USSR engaged in a battle of ideologies with global 
ramifications. Over the course of the war, with the threat of mutually assured nuclear destruction looming, 
billions of dollars and tens of thousands of lives were devoted to the art and practice of spying, ensuring 
that the world would never be the same. Rife with intrigue and filled with fascinating historical figures 
whose actions shine light on both the past and present, this timely work of narrative nonfiction explores the 
turbulence of the Cold War through the lens of the men and women who waged it behind closed doors, and 
helps explain the role secret and clandestine operations have played in America's history and its national 
security.

Eyes Wide Open: 
Going Behind the 
Environment 
Headlines

Paul Fleishman et. 
al.

2014 Nonfiction; 
environment

We're living in an Ah-Ha moment. Take 250 years of human ingenuity. Add abundant fossil fuels. The result: 
a population and lifestyle never before seen. The downsides weren't visible for centuries, but now they are. 
Suddenly everything needs rethinking — suburbs, cars, fast food, cheap prices. It's a changed world. This 
book explains it. Not with isolated facts, but the principles driving attitudes and events, from vested 
interests to denial to big-country syndrome. Because money is as important as molecules in the 
environment, science is joined with politics, history, and psychology to provide the briefing needed to 
comprehend the 21st century. Extensive back matter, including a glossary, bibliography, and index, as well 
as numerous references to websites, provides further resources.

We Are Here to 
Stay: Voices of 
Undocumented 
Young Adults

Susan Kuklin 2019 Nonfiction; 
environment

Meet nine courageous young adults who have lived in the United States with a secret for much of their 
lives: they are not U.S. citizens. They came from Colombia, Mexico, Ghana, Independent Samoa, and Korea. 
They came seeking education, fleeing violence, and escaping poverty. All have heartbreaking and hopeful 
stories about leaving their homelands and starting a new life in America. And all are weary of living in the 
shadows. We Are Here to Stay is a very different book than it was intended to be when originally slated for 
a 2017 release, illustrated with Susan Kuklin’s gorgeous full-color portraits. Since the last presidential 
election and the repeal of DACA, it is no longer safe for these young adults to be identified in photographs 
or by name. Their photographs have been replaced with empty frames, and their names are represented by 
first initials. We are honored to publish these enlightening, honest, and brave accounts that encourage 
open, thoughtful conversation about the complexities of immigration — and the uncertain future of 
immigrants in America.
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Barack Obama: An 
American Story

Bob Carlton and 
Ariele Gentiles 

2008 Nonfiction; 
biography

You've read about historical U.S. figures in school textbooks. Maybe you've even seen a mini-series or movie 
about some of the leaders of America's past. But right now you're living in the midst of history in the 
making. You are watching a man with an unlikely story become one of the most important people in 
American politics today. It doesn't matter whether you've heard him speak, or even whether or not you 
agree with his politics. The life of Barack Obama is an inspirational story for anyone who has ever felt 
abandoned, alone, different, or who has wanted to do great things and make a difference in the world. 
Learn about the life-shaping experiences Barack Obama faced as he: * was raised by a single mom and his 
grandparents * rose to the top of his class at Harvard law * accepted a faith that gives his life deeper 
meaning * left a lucrative career in law to work in public service In 1967 Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke out 
about the state of our country and its leadership, saying, 'We are confronted with the fierce urgency of 
now.' Barack Obama was only six-years-old when that speech took place, and forty years later he stood in 
the place where Abraham Lincoln once stood, and announced he was running for President because of what 
Dr. King called the 'fierce urgency of now.' He recognized a country once again in turmoil and a nation 
looking for something different---something better. As you read about the life of Barack Obama you'll be 
encouraged, inspired, and challenged to look at the world around you and see how you can take your own 
improbable journey to change it.

The Truths We 
Hold: An American 
Journey

Kamal Harris 2019 Nonfiction; 
Memoir

As the first woman, African American, and South Asian American to become attorney general of California, 
and the second black woman ever elected to the U.S. Senate, Kamala Harris has blazed trails on her path to 
the national stage. But how did she achieve her goals? What values and influences guided and inspired her 
along the way? In this young readers edition of Senator Harris's memoir, we learn about the impact that 
Kamala's family and community had on her life, and see what led Senator Harris to discover her own sense 
of self and purpose. The Truths We Hold is a biographical ode to the values she holds most dear--those of 
community, equality, and justice--all of which helped shape her choices on her path to the Senate. An 
inspiring and empowering read, this book challenges readers to use their own values to guide their 
decisions and become leaders in their own lives.

They Call Me A 
Hero: A Memoir of 
My Youth

Daniel Hernandez 
and Susan Goldman 
Rubin

2014 Nonfiction: 
Memoir

When Daniel Hernandez was twenty years old, he was working as an intern for US Representative Gabrielle 
Giffords. On January 8, 2011, during a “Congress on Your Corner” event, Giffords was shot. Daniel 
Hernandez’s quick thinking before the paramedics arrived and took Giffords to the hospital saved her life. 
Hernandez’s bravery and heroism has been noted by many, including President Barack Obama. But while 
that may have been his most well-known moment in the spotlight, Daniel Hernandez, Jr., is a remarkable 
individual who has already accomplished much in his young life, and is working to achieve much more. They 
Call Me a Hero explores Daniel’s life, his character, and the traits that a young person needs to rise above 
adversity and become a hero like Daniel.

I Am a SEAL Team 
Six Warrior: 
Memoirs of an 
American Soldier

Howard E. Wasdin 
and Stephen 
Templin 

2012 Nonfiction; 
Memoir

When the Navy sends their elite, they send the SEALs. When the SEALs send their elite, they send SEAL 
Team Six―a secret unit made up of the finest soldiers in the country, if not the world. I Am a SEAL Team 
Six Warrior is the dramatic tale of how Howard Wasdin overcame a tough childhood to live his dream and 
enter the exciting and dangerous world of U.S. Navy SEALS and Special Forces snipers. His training began 
with his selection for Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S)―the toughest and longest military 
training in the world. After graduating, Wasdin saw combat in Operation Desert Storm as a member of 
SEAL Team Two. But he was driven to be the best of the best―he wanted to join the legendary SEAL Team 
Six, and at long last he reached his goal and became one of the best snipers on the planet. Soon he was 
fighting for his life in The Battle of Mogadishu. This is Howard Wasdin's story of overcoming abuse and 
beating the odds to become an elite American warrior.

Free Lunch: How 
the Wealthiest 
Americans Enrich 
Themselves at 
Government 
Expense (and Stick 
You with the Bill)

David Cay Johnston 2007 Nonfiction; 
government

How does a strong and growing economy lend itself to job uncertainty, debt, bankruptcy, and economic fear 
for a vast number of Americans? Free Lunch provides answers to this great economic mystery of our time, 
revealing how today's government policies and spending reach deep into the wallets of the many for the 
benefit of the wealthy few. Johnston cuts through the official version of events and shows how, under the 
guise of deregulation, a whole new set of regulations quietly went into effect? regulations that thwart 
competition, depress wages, and reward misconduct. From how George W. Bush got rich off a tax increase 
to a $100 million taxpayer gift to Warren Buffett, Johnston puts a face on all of the dirty little tricks that 
business and government pull. A lot of people appear to be getting free lunches, but of course there's no 
such thing as a free lunch, and someone (you, the taxpayer) is picking up the bill. With his extraordinary 
reporting, vivid stories, and sharp analysis, Johnston reveals the forces that shape our everyday economic 
lives?and shows us how we can finally make things better.
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Genesis Begins 
Again

Alicia D. Williams 2019 Fiction; 
Identity; 
Racism

There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She knows the exact number because she keeps a 
list. Like #95: Because her skin is so dark, people call her charcoal and eggplant—even her own family. And 
#61: Because her family is always being put out of their house, belongings laid out on the sidewalk for the 
world to see. When your dad is a gambling addict and loses the rent money every month, eviction is a 
regular occurrence. What’s not so regular is that this time they all don’t have a place to crash, so Genesis 
and her mom have to stay with her grandma. It’s not that Genesis doesn’t like her grandma, but she and 
Mom always fight—Grandma haranguing Mom to leave Dad, that she should have gone back to school, that 
if she’d married a lighter skinned man none of this would be happening, and on and on and on. But things 
aren’t all bad. Genesis actually likes her new school; she’s made a couple friends, her choir teacher says she 
has real talent, and she even encourages Genesis to join the talent show. But how can Genesis believe 
anything her teacher says when her dad tells her the exact opposite? How can she stand up in front of all 
those people with her dark, dark skin knowing even her own family thinks lesser of her because of it? Why, 
why, why won’t the lemon or yogurt or fancy creams lighten her skin like they’re supposed to? And when 
Genesis reaches #100 on the list of things she hates about herself, will she continue on, or can she find the Know my Name: A 

Memoir
Chanel Miller 2019 She was known to the world as Emily Doe when she stunned millions with a letter. Brock Turner had been 

sentenced to just six months in county jail after he was found sexually assaulting her on Stanford's campus. 
Her victim impact statement was posted on BuzzFeed, where it instantly went viral--viewed by eleven 
million people within four days, it was translated globally and read on the floor of Congress; it inspired 
changes in California law and the recall of the judge in the case. Thousands wrote to say that she had given 
them the courage to share their own experiences of assault for the first time. Now she reclaims her identity 
to tell her story of trauma, transcendence, and the power of words. It was the perfect case, in many ways--
there were eyewitnesses, Turner ran away, physical evidence was immediately secured. But her struggles 
with isolation and shame during the aftermath and the trial reveal the oppression victims face in even the 
best-case scenarios. Her story illuminates a culture biased to protect perpetrators, indicts a criminal justice 
system designed to fail the most vulnerable, and, ultimately, shines with the courage required to move 
through suffering and live a full and beautiful life. Know My Name will forever transform the way we think 
about sexual assault, challenging our beliefs about what is acceptable and speaking truth to the tumultuous 
reality of healing. It also introduces readers to an extraordinary writer, one whose words have already 
changed our world. Entwining pain, resilience, and humor, this memoir will stand as a modern classic.

March John Lewis 2013 graphic novel; 
civil rights

Discover the inside story of the Civil Rights Movement through the eyes of one of its most iconic figures, 
Congressman John Lewis. Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key figures of the 
civil rights movement. His commitment to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama 
sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 March on 
Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving the Medal of Freedom from the 
first African-American president. Now, to share his remarkable story with new generations, Lewis presents 
March, a graphic novel trilogy, in collaboration with co-writer Andrew Aydin and New York Times best-
selling artist Nate Powell (winner of the Eisner Award and LA Times Book Prize finalist for Swallow Me 
Whole). March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, 
meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted 
in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.

Moxie: A Novel Jennifer Mathieu 2018 Fiction; sexual 
harassment

Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with an administration at her high school that thinks the football team can do 
no wrong. Fed up with sexist dress codes, hallway harassment, and gross comments from guys during class. 
But most of all, Viv Carter is fed up with always following the rules. Viv's mom was a tough-as-nails, punk 
rock Riot Grrrl in the '90s, and now Viv takes a page from her mother's past and creates a feminist zine that 
she distributes anonymously to her classmates. She's just blowing off steam, but other girls respond. As Viv 
forges friendships with other young women across the divides of cliques and popularity rankings, she 
realizes that what she has started is nothing short of a girl revolution.

I am Malala Malala Yousafzai 2016 Nonfiction; 
Autobiography

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said music was a 
crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. Raised 
in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she 
believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the 
cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to 
survive. Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize 
winner. In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been reimagined specifically for 
a younger audience and includes exclusive photos and material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a 
girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change the world -- and did.
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This Is Our 
Constitution: 
Disocver America 
with a Goldstar 
Father

Kizr Khan 2017 Nonfiction; 
government

Our Founding Fathers created the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights as a blueprint for American 
government and the rights of American citizens. This document is not merely a piece of parchment but a 
living, breathing promise of our deepest democratic values. Khizr Khan grew up in Pakistan, with few of the 
fundamental rights that are enshrined in the Constitution. He immigrated to America and became a citizen, 
raising his family to appreciate and honor all our nation has to offer. Khizr Khan is deeply passionate about 
the Constitution: the guarantees and protections it provides for each and every person and the beacon of 
light it shines throughout the world. 

The Culling (Series) Tricia Wentworth 2017 Fiction; 
Government; 

Dystopia

150 years after a virus wipes out most of the world’s population, Reagan Scott finds herself chosen for the 
State of the Union's fifth Culling. She will compete against 49 of the country's brightest girls. And then, of 
course, there are the 50 boys. She’ll have to pair up with one for her shot at becoming the next Presidential 
Couple.

Though the government truly means well, not everything is as it seems. She will be tested to the fullest 
extent while an evil storm brews.

With eliminations happening frequently, how far can she make it? And if she makes it far enough to meet 
the boys, how can she be expected to, at just 18 years of age, find a partner... for life? Does she have what 
it takes to be the next Madam President?

The Hunger Games 
(Series)

Suzanne Collins 2010 Fiction; 
Survival; 
Dystopia

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded 
by twelve outlying districts. Long ago the districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of 
the surrender terms, each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised 
event called, "The Hunger Games," a fight to the death on live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who 
lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to 
represent her district in the Games. The terrain, rules, and level of audience participation may change but 
one thing is constant: kill or be killed.

Recruitment: A 
Dystopian 
Resistance Trilogy

K. A. Riley 2018 Fiction; 
Fantasy; 
Dystopia

In the Valta, no matter what month you were born, everyone is assigned the same birthday. November 1st. 
It's the anniversary of the day when the government declared war on the Eastern Order. The day you turn 
seventeen, the Recruiters come to take you away. And no one ever hears from you again. It’s October 31st. 
Today, Kress is sixteen years old. Tomorrow, she’ll be taken.The good news? So will her best friend Cardyn, 
and Brohn, the handsome, enigmatic boy she’s avoided all her life. The bad news? Recruitment isn’t what 
any of them expected.Weeks of training await. Military and psychological tests, escape rooms, hand-to-
hand combat. The Recruits are told they're the key to winning the war. But with each day that passes, 
things begin to make less sense.If only Kress had been able to bring her trained raven, Render, with her.
If only none of them had ever had to come to this place.

Boomerang: 
Travels in the New 
Third World

Michael Lewis 2011 Nonfiction; 
activism

 The tsunami of cheap credit that rolled across the planet between 2002 and 2008 was more than a simple 
financial phenomenon: it was temptation, offering entire societies the chance to reveal aspects of their 
characters they could not normally afford to indulge. Icelanders wanted to stop fishing and become 
investment bankers. The Greeks wanted to turn their country into a pinata stuffed with cash and allow as 
many citizens as possible to take a whack at it. The Germans wanted to be even more German; the Irish 
wanted to stop being Irish. Michael Lewis's investigation of bubbles beyond our shores is so brilliantly, sadly 
hilarious that it leads the American reader to a comfortable complacency: oh, those foolish foreigners. But 
when he turns a merciless eye on California and Washington, DC, we see that the narrative is a trap baited 
with humor, and we understand the reckoning that awaits the greatest and greediest of debtor nations.

Hark! A Vagrant Kate Beaton 2011 Pictorial 
(comics)

"Hark! A Vagrant" takes readers on a romp through history and literature--with dignity for few and cookies 
for all--with comic strips about famous authors, their characters, and political and historical figures, all 
drawn in Kate Beaton's pared-down, excitable style. This collection features favorite stories as well as new, 
previously unpublished content. Whether she's writing about Nikola Tesla, Napoleon, or Nancy Drew, 
Beaton brings a refined sense of the absurd to every situation.
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Matched Allyson Braithwaite 
Condie

2010 Fiction; 
fantasy 

All her life, Cassia has never had a choice. The Society dictates everything: when and how to play, where to 
work, where to live, what to eat and wear, when to die, and most importantly to Cassia as she turns 17, 
who to marry. When she is Matched with her best friend Xander, things couldn't be more perfect. But why 
did her neighbor Ky's face show up on her match disk as well?

The Daily Show: An 
Oral History as Told 
by Jon Stewart, the 
Correspondents, 
Staff and Guests

Chris Smith 2018 Nonfiction; 
political 

commentary

This oral history takes the reader behind the curtain for all the show's highlights, from its origins as Comedy 
Central's underdog late-night program hosted by Craig Kilborn to Jon Stewart's long reign to Trevor Noah's 
succession, rising from a scrappy jester in the 24-hour political news cycle to become part of the beating 
heart of politics-a trusted source for not only comedy but also commentary, with a reputation for calling 
bullshit and an ability to effect real change in the world.Through years of incisive election coverage, Jon 
Stewart's emotional monologue in the wake of 9/11, his infamous confrontation on Crossfire, passionate 
debates with President Obama and Hillary Clinton, feuds with Bill O'Reilly and Fox, the Indecisions, Mess 
O'Potamia, and provocative takes on Wall Street and racism, The Daily Show has been a cultural 
touchstone. Now, for the first time, the people behind the show's seminal moments come together to share 
their memories of the last-minute rewrites, improvisations, pranks, romances, blow-ups, and moments of 
Zen both on and off the set of one of America's most groundbreaking shows.

Legend (Trilogy) Marie Lu 2011 Fictoin; Crime; 
War

What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at war with its 
neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a 
prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-
year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they seem. 
From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths - until the day June's brother, 
Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, 
Day is in a race for his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of 
events, the two uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their 
country will go to keep its secrets.

Guantanamo Boy Anna Perera 212 Fiction; 
racism; 

immigration

Innocent until proven guilty? Not here you're not. Robbed of his childhood, this is one boy's experience of 
the supposed war on terror. Khalid, a fifteen-year-old Muslim boy from England, is abducted from Pakistan 
while on holiday with his family. He is taken to Guantanamo Bay and held without charge, where his hopes 
and dreams are crushed under the cruelest of circumstances. An innocent denied his freedom at a time 
when most boys are finding theirs, Khalid tries and fails to understand what's happening to him.

Rash Pete Hautman 2007 Fiction; 
Government 

It's late in the twenty-first century, and the United Safer States of America (USSA) has become a nation 
obsessed with safety. For Bo Marsten, a teenager who grew up in the USSA, it's all good. He knows the 
harsh laws were created to protect the people. But when Bo's temper flares out of control and he's 
sentenced to three years of manual labor, he's not so down with the law anymore. Bo's forced to live and 
work in a factory in the Canadian tundra. The warden running the place is totally out of his mind, and cares 
little for his inmates' safety. Bo will have to decide what's worse: a society that locks people up for road 
rage, or a prison where the wrong move could make you polar bear food.

You Call This 
Democracy?: How 
to Fix Our 
Government and 
Deliver Power to 
the People

Elizabeth Rusch 2020 Nonfiction; 
government

The political landscape has never been so tumultuous: issues with the electoral college, gerrymandering, 
voter suppression, and a lack of representation in the polls and in our leadership have led to Americans of 
all ages asking, How did we get here?

The power to change lies with the citizens of this great country—especially teens! Rather than pointing 
fingers at people and political parties, You Call This Democracy? looks at flaws in the system—and offers a 
real way out of the mess we are in. Each chapter breaks down a different problem plaguing American 
democracy, exploring how it’s undemocratic, offering possible solutions (with examples of real-life teens 
who have already started working toward them), and suggesting ways to effect change—starting NOW!
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The Bullies of Wall 
Street

Sheila Blair 2016 In 2008, America went through a terrible financial crisis, and we are still suffering the consequences. 
Families lost their homes and struggled to pay for food and medicine. Businesses didn’t have money to buy 
equipment or hire and pay workers. Millions of people lost their jobs and their life savings. More than 
100,000 businesses went bankrupt.

As the former head of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Sheila Bair worked to protect families 
during the crisis and keep their bank deposits safe. In The Bullies of Wall Street, she describes the many 
ways in which a broken system led families into financial trouble, and also explains the decisions being 
made at the time by the most powerful people in the country—from CEOs of multinational banks, to heads 
of government regulatory committees—that led to the recession.

Strongman: The 
Rise of Five 
Dictators and the 
Fall of Democracy

Kenneth C. Davis 2020 Nonfiction; 
government

What makes a country fall to a dictator? How do authoritarian leaders―strongmen―capable of killing 
millions acquire their power? How are they able to defeat the ideal of democracy? And what can we do to 
make sure it doesn’t happen again?

By profiling five of the most notoriously ruthless dictators in history―Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Joseph 
Stalin, Mao Zedong, and Saddam Hussein―Kenneth C. Davis seeks to answer these questions, examining 
the forces in these strongmen’s personal lives and historical periods that shaped the leaders they’d become.

Meticulously researched and complete with photographs, Strongman provides insight into the lives of five 
leaders who callously transformed the world and serves as an invaluable resource in an era when 
democracy itself seems in peril.

Fly like a Girl Mary Jennings 
Hagar

Nonficrt
ion: 

biograp
hy

2020 On July 29, 2009, Air National Guard Major Mary Jennings Hegar was shot down while on a Medevac 
mission in Afghanistan. Despite being wounded, her courageous actions saved the lives of her crew and 
their patients, earning her the Purple Heart as well as the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor Device. That 
day also marked the beginning of a new mission: convincing the U.S. Government to allow women to serve 
openly on the front line of battle for the first time in American history.

With exclusive photographs throughout, Fly Like a Girl tells the inspiring true story of Mary Jennings Hegar--
a brave and determined woman who gave her all for her country, her sense of justice, and for women 
everywhere. Includes exclusive photographs throughout, a discussion guide, and a Q&A with the author 
written specifically for teen readers.

Resistance is Futile: 
How the Trump-
Hating Left Lost its 
Collective Mind

Ann Coulter 2018 Nonfiction; 
political 

commentary

Liberals used to pride themselves on their ultra-hipness, but Trump has turned them into weeping little girls 
in pink party dresses. The very people who once mocked right-wingers for (allegedly) overreacting to every 
little thing are now the ones hyperventilating and hatching insane conspiracy theories. During the campaign, 
and even more so after his victory, the left went nuts. Everything Trump does sends them into a moral 
panic. Everything is a constitutional crisis. Members of the self-proclaimed "Resistance" -- journalists, 
politicians, professors, judges, comedians, movie stars, Twitter pundits, even Oprah and Lindsey Vonn! -- 
are literally shaking because Trump is literally Hitler!

Now Ann Coulter skewers the various elements of "The Resistance" -- the pussy-hat brigade, the Russian-
collusion witch hunters, the media alarmists, the campus hysterics, and more. They talk about Russia? 
They're the ones meddling with our democracy by trying to overturn the results of the election with their 
relentless attacks. The biggest result of the Trump era may be our cultural institutions' total loss of 
credibility.

Ship of Fools: How a 
Selfish Ruling Class 
is Bringing America 
to the Brink of 
Revolution

Tucker Carlson 2018 Nonfiction; 
political 

commentary

In Ship of Fools, Tucker Carlson describes the new American elites as a group whose power and wealth has 
grown beyond imagination even as the rest of the country has withered. The people who run America now 
barely interact with it. They fly on their own planes, ski on their own mountains, watch sporting events far 
from the stands in sky boxes. “They view America the way a private equity firm sizes up an aging 
conglomerate,” Carlson writes, “as something outdated they can profit from. When it fails, they’re gone.” 
This book offers a blistering critique of our new overlords. Traditional liberals are gone, he writes. The 
patchouli-scented hand-wringers who worried about whales and defended free speech have been replaced 
by globalists who hide their hard-edged economic agenda behind the smokescreen of identity politics. 
They’ll outsource your job while lecturing you about transgender bathrooms. Left and right, Carlson says, are 
no longer meaningful categories in America. “The rift is between those who benefit from the status quo, 
and those who don’t.” Our leaders are fools, Carlson concludes, “unaware that they are captains of a sinking 
ship.” But in the signature and witty style that viewers of Tucker Carlson Tonight have come to enjoy, his 
book answers the all-important question: How do we put the country back on course?

Settle For More Megyn Kelly 2016 Nonfiction; 
utobiography

In Settle for More, the NBC News anchor reflects on the enduring values and experiences that have shaped 
her—from growing up in a family that rejected the "trophies for everyone" mentality, to her father’s 
sudden, tragic death while she was in high school. She goes behind-the-scenes of her career, sharing the 
stories and struggles that landed her in the anchor chair and taught her to ask the tough questions. Speaking 
candidly about her decision to "settle for more"—a motto she credits as having dramatically transformed 
her life at home and at work—Megyn discusses how she abandoned a thriving legal career to follow her 
journalism dreams. Admired for her hard work, humor, and authenticity, Megyn sheds light on the news 
business, her time at Fox News, the challenges of being a professional woman and working mother, and her 
most talked about television moments. She also speaks openly about Donald Trump’s feud with her, 
revealing never-before-heard details about the first Republican debate, its difficult aftermath, and how she 
persevered through it all.
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This Book Is Anti-
Racist: 20 Lessons 
on How to Wake 
Up, Take Action, 
and Do The Work

Tiffany Jewell 2020 Nonfiction; 
activism; 

racism

Gain a deeper understanding of your anti-racist self as you progress through 20 chapters that spark 
introspection, reveal the origins of racism that we are still experiencing, and give you the courage and 
power to undo it. Each chapter builds on the previous one as you learn more about yourself and racial 
oppression. Exercise prompts get you thinking and help you grow with the knowledge. After examining the 
concepts of social identity, race, ethnicity, and racism, learn about some of the ways people of different 
races have been oppressed, from indigenous Americans and Australians being sent to boarding school to be 
“civilized” to a generation of Caribbean immigrants once welcomed to the UK being threatened with 
deportation by strict immigration laws.This book is written for EVERYONE who lives in this racialized 
society—including the young person who doesn’t know how to speak up to the racist adults in their life, the 
kid who has lost themself at times trying to fit into the dominant culture, the children who have been 
harmed (physically and emotionally) because no one stood up for them or they couldn’t stand up for 
themselves, and also for their families, teachers, and administrators.

Identity Politics Elizabeth 
Schmermund

2018 Nonfiction; 
government; 

identity

In an age of divisiveness, perhaps more than America has seen in decades, identity politics has taken its 
share of the blame. Those who have cheered on progressive ideology often write off detractors as racists, 
homophobes, and misogynists. And those who rail against political correctness often feel their own voices 
are not being heard or, worse, are being censored. Do identity politics come at a cost to national empathy 
and unity? Or do they reflect and address legitimate discrimination? Through multiple perspectives, readers 
will learn why this topic has become a hot button issue.

Billionaire Buddha Rivera Sun 2015 Fiction; 
democracy; 

equality

Billionaire Buddha: from fabulous wealth to unlimited blessings, the price of enlightenment may bankrupt 
billionaire Dave Grant. Emotionally destitute in the prime of his career, he searches for love and collides 
with Joan Hathaway. The encounter rattles his soul and unravels his world. Capitalism, property, wealth, 
mansions: his notions of success crumble into dust. From toasting champagne on top of the world to 
swigging whiskey with bums in the gutter, Dave Grant’s journey is an unforgettable ride that leaves you 
cheering! 

The Circuit Francisco Jimenez 1997 Fiction; 
immigration; 

poverty

After dark in a Mexican border town, a father holds open a hole in a wire fence as his wife and two small 
boys crawl through. So begins life in the United States for many people every day. And so begins this 
collection of twelve autobiographical stories by Santa Clara University professor Francisco Jiménez, who at 
the age of four illegally crossed the border with his family in 1947. "The Circuit," the story of young Panchito 
and his trumpet, is one of the most widely anthologized stories in Chicano literature. At long last, Jiménez 
offers more about the wise, sensitive little boy who has grown into a role model for subsequent generations 
of immigrants.These independent but intertwined stories follow the family through their circuit, from 
picking cotton and strawberries to topping carrots--and back agai--over a number of years. As it moves from 
one labor camp to the next, the little family of four grows into ten. Impermanence and poverty define their 
lives. But with faith, hope, and back-breaking work, the family endures.

Divergent (Series) Veronica Roth 2014 Fiction; 
fantasy

Perfect for fans of the Hunger Games and Maze Runner series, Divergent and its sequels, Insurgent and 
Allegiant, are the gripping story of a dystopian world transformed by courage, self-sacrifice, and love. Fans 
of the Divergent movie will find the book packed with just as much emotional depth and exhilarating action 
as the film, all told in beautiful, rich language. One choice can transform you. Beatrice Prior's society is 
divided into five factions—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the 
peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). Beatrice must choose between staying with her Abnegation family 
and transferring factions. Her choice will shock her community and herself. But the newly christened Tris 
also has a secret, one she's determined to keep hidden, because in this world, what makes you different 
makes you dangerous.

Somos el 99% Gonzalo Fanjul & 
Marc Grano

2017 Nonfiction; 
poverty; 
equality

We live in a world in which:
- 1% of the population makes decisions contrary to the interest of the remaining 99%.
- one in five young people cannot finish primary education.
- With only a quarter of the food wasted a year, we could feed the 800 million people who go hungry.

Written in a pleasant and close language and with illustrations and graphics, We are 99% collect the story 
of five characters (and their bicycles), to inform us, put ourselves in the shoes of people affected differently 
by discrimination and propose simple measures that We can all contribute so that the distribution of wealth 
and opportunities is more equal.
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I Am a Secret 
Service Agent: My 
Life Spent 
Protecting the 
President

Dan Emmett with 
Charles Maynard

2018 Nonfiction; 
memoir

Dan Emmett was just eight years old when President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. From that moment 
forward, he knew he wanted to become a Secret Service agent, one of an elite group of highly trained men 
and women dedicated to preserving the life of the President of the United States at any cost, including 
sacrificing their own lives if necessary. Armed with single-minded determination and a never-quit attitude, 
he did just that. Selected over thousands of other highly qualified applicants to become an agent, he was 
eventually chosen to be one of the best of the best and provided protection worldwide for Presidents 
George Herbert Walker Bush, William Jefferson Clinton, and George W. Bush.
I Am a Secret Service Agent skillfully describes the duties and challenges of conducting presidential 
advances, dealing with the media, driving the President in a bullet-proof limousine, running alongside him 
through the streets of Washington, and flying with him on Air Force One. With fascinating anecdotes, 
Emmett weaves keen insight into the unique culture and history of the Secret Service with the inner 
workings of the White House.

Julian Nava: My 
Mexican-American 
Journey

Julian Nava 2002 Nonfiction; 
biography; 

immigration; 
identity

Julian Nava is one of the most renowned and distinguished elder statesmen in the Hispanic community of 
the United States. The child of poor Mexican immigrants, Nava rose through years of hardship and hard 
work to achieve what no other Latino in the United States had achieved before him: Nava became the first 
Mexican American to serve as ambassador to Mexico. This unforeseen but deserved appointment by 
President Jimmy Carter followed a life of commitment to his education and that of his community. Nava 
was a civil rights activist during the height of the Chicano Movement; he also became the first Mexican 
American to serve on the Los Angeles school board when it was embattled, facing the challenges of school 
walkouts and boycotts, desegregation, bilingual education, and a series of issues brought on by the changes 
in education during the 1970s. The recipient of a Ph.D. in History from Harvard, Nava has been on the front-
lines of urban education and politics, while simultaneously building a successful career as a university 
professor celebrated throughout the United States, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Colombia and Spain. Nava's 
previously untold story is finally available to inspire people young and old toward study, commitment and 
perseverance, not only for one's self, but for the community and nation.

Where You Go: Life 
Lessons from My 
Father

Charlotte Pence 2018 Nonfiction; 
biography

When Mike Pence set out on the vice presidential campaign trail, his daughter Charlotte knew the next 100 
days would be exciting and challenging. But she also knew that her father-a dedicated public servant-would 
succeed because he'd cling to his faith, his love for America, and his family every step of the way.

New York Times bestselling author Charlotte Pence pays tribute to her father, revealing the lessons he has 
taught her from his rich spiritual life. Through favorite memories from childhood and vivid moments 
captured on the campaign trail, like the times she helped her dad prepare for debates, Charlotte offers a 
compelling story of love, hope, and how to overcome adversity. Featuring a foreword from Vice President 
Mike Pence and a sixteen-page color photo spread, Where You Go is an uplifting celebration of family that 
will inspire audiences of all ages and backgrounds.

How to Start a 
Revolution: Young 
People and the 
Future of American 
Politics

Lauren Duca 2019 Nonfiction; 
emoir; 

activism; 
political 

commentary

A columnist at Teen Vogue, Lauren Duca has become a fresh and authoritative voice on the experience of 
millennials in today’s society. In these pages she explores the post-Trump political awakening and lays the 
groundwork for a re-democratizing moment as it might be built out of the untapped potential of young 
people. Duca investigates and explains the issues at the root of our ailing political system and reimagines 
what an equitable democracy would look like. It begins with young people getting involved. People like 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the youngest woman ever to be elected to Congress; David and Lauren Hogg, two 
survivors of the Parkland, Florida shooting who went on to become advocates for gun control; Amanda 
Litman, who founded the nonprofit organization Run For Something, to assist progressive young people in 
down ballot elections; and many more. Here, Duca combines extensive research and first-person reporting 
to track her generation’s shift from political alienation to political participation. Throughout, she also draws 
on her own story as a young woman catapulted to the front lines of the political conversation (all while 
figuring out how to deal with her Trump-supporting parents).

Yo No Soy Tu 
Perfecta Hija 
Mexicana

Erika L. Sánchez 2019 Fiction; 
identity

Julia no es la hija mexicana perfecta. Ese era el rol de su hermana Olga. Olga no fue a la universidad, se 
quedó en casa para cuidar a sus padres, limpiar la casa y trabajar a medio tiempo. Julia tiene grandes 
sueños y no quiere formar parte del camino de su hermana mayor. Pero un solo error, que ocurre mientras 
enviaba un mensaje de texto al mismo tiempo que cruzaba la calle más concurrida de Chicago, resulta en la 
muerte de Olga, dejando atrás a Julia para ocuparse de las secuelas.

Sus padres, quienes inmigraron ilegalmente a Chicago desde México en busca de una vida mejor, están 
inconsolables. La madre de Julia parece canalizar su dolor para señalar de todas las maneras posibles que 
Julia no es la hija mexicana perfecta que Olga era. Pero Julia pronto descubre que Olga puede haber tenido 
secretos, también. Con la ayuda de su mejor amiga Lorena, Julia está decidida a descubrirlo. ¿Era Olga 
realmente lo que parecía? ¿O había algo más en la historia de su hermana? Y de cualquier manera, ¿cómo 
puede Julia incluso intentar vivir a la altura de un ideal aparentemente imposible?

Copo de Algodón  Maria Garcia 
Esperon and 
Marcos Almada 
Rivero 

2010 Fiction; 
historical

Get a glance of Aztec mithology through the eyes of Princess Cotton Flake (Copo de Algodon), daughter of 
Tenochtitlan; she lived during the Guerras Floridas, The killing in Cholula, Hernan Cortes Arrival, Murder of 
Moctezuna and the place of Tenochtitlan, enjoy the amazing history of ancient Mexico. This book proposes 
the understanding of history and critical thinking for young readers, it can be a great help in the classroom 
or at home to make children more interested and well informed about the history of Mexico.                    
Conoce la mitología Azteca a través de los ojos de Copo de Algodón, hija del señor de Tenochtitlan quien 
vivió durante la era de la guerras floridas, la matanza de Cholula, la llegada deHernán Cortés, la muerte de 
Moctezuma y el sitio de Tenochtitlan y sumérgete en la fascinante historia antigua de México. Este libro es 
un relato juvenil que propone el entendimiento de los hechos históricos y una oportunidad para ser críticos 
de la historia desde la temprana edad.
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Hacia el fin del 
mundo 

Jose Ignacio 
Valenzuela

2017 Fiction; 
fantasy

Primer libro de la Trilogía del Malamor, postulada al Premio Altazor. A veces es necesario llegar al fin del 
mundo para encontrar el amor y la amistad verdaderos. Ante la súbita desaparición de su amiga Patricia, 
Ángela, una estudiante de Antropología, se ve obligada a comprobar si la Leyenda del Malamor, en un lugar 
llamado Almahue, existe o es sólo producto de la imaginación de sus aterrados pobladores Según la 
leyenda, una bruja hechizó a todo el pueblo y lo condenó a nunca más sentir amor. Ángela tendrá que 
descubrir si la bruja Rayen sigue viva, encontrar a su amiga, mantener la chispa del amor viva y con ello 
rescatar a los que han sido presa de la leyenda.

...y no se lo trago la 
tierra

Tomas Rivera 2015 Fiction; 
immigration 

& identity

This new edition of a classic novel about the migrant worker experience recounts the experiences of a 
Mexican-American community through the eyes of a young boy. Forced to leave their home in search of 
work, the migrants are exploited by farmers, shopkeepers, and even other Mexican Americans, and the boy 
must forge his identity in the face of exploitation, death and disease, constant moving, and conflicts with 
school officials.

Marina Carlos Ruiz Zafon 2014 Fiction; 
mystery; 
thriller

Fifteen-year-old Oscar Drai meets the strange Marina while he's exploring an old quarter of Barcelona. She 
leads Oscar to a cemetery, where they watch a macabre ritual that occurs on the last Sunday of each 
month. At exactly ten o'clock in the morning, a woman shrouded in a black velvet cloak descends from her 
carriage to place a single rose on an unmarked grave.

When Oscar and Marina decide to follow her, they begin a journey that transports them to a forgotten 
postwar Barcelona--a world of aristocrats and actresses, inventors and tycoons--an reveals a dark secret 
that lies waiting in the mysterious labyrinth beneath the city streets.

Los Ojos de Carmen Veronica Moscorso 2005 Fiction A novella for 3rd-year high school students. A 16-year-old American boy wants to enter a photography 
contest. He goes to Ecuador to visit his Ecuadorian-American relatives. While there, he must deal with 
various culturally challenging situations. On a day trip he meets Carmen, a girl with exceptional eyes. He 
wants to photograph her, but... Moscoso is Ecuadorian and the author of Historias con sabor a sueño, which 
was published in Ecuador.

Cajas de Carton: 
Relatos de la Vida 
Peregrina de un 
Nino Campesino

Erika L. Sánchez 2002 Nonfiction; 
autobiography

Francisco Jiménez emigrated from Tlaquepaque, Mexico, to California, where he worked for many years in 
the fields with his family. He received both his master’s degree and his Ph.D. from Columbia University and 
is now chairman of the Modern Languages and Literature Department at Santa Clara University, the setting 
of much of Reaching Out. He is the award-winning author of The Circuit, Breaking Through, La Mariposa, 
and his newest novel, Reaching Out. He lives in Santa Clara, California, with his family.

La Ciudad de las 
Bestias

Isabel Allende 2002 Fiction; 
fantasy

En este primer volumen de las «Memorias del Águila y el Jaguar» Alexander Cold va a vivir una aventura que 
jamás olvidará. Alexander Cold es un muchacho americano de quince años que parte al Amazonas con su 
abuela Kate, periodista especializada en viajes. La expedición se interna en la selva en busca de una extraña 
bestia gigantesca. Junto a su compañera de viaje, Nadia Santos, y un centenario chamán indígena, Alex 
conocerá un mundo sorprendente. El universo ya conocido de Isabel Allende se amplía en La Ciudad de las 
bestias con nuevos elementos de realismo mágico, aventura y naturaleza. Los jóvenes protagonistas, Nadia 
y Alexander, se internan en la inexplorada selva amazónica llevando de la mano al lector en un viaje sin 
pausa por un territorio misterios donde se borran los límites entre la realidad y el sueño, donde hombres y 
dioses se confunden, donde los espíritus andan de la mano con los vivos. «Aquí está todolo que soy yo: toda 
mi manera de ser y de ver el mundo.» Isabel Allende


